Comprehension Help

One way for students to better comprehend a story/passage is for them to take a moment and retell a story over their five fingers.  This is a more primary illustration below, but the concept easily translates to older children-minus the glove.  Please have your child practice retelling stories that they have read.  This also helps with main idea if you encourage your child to retell the story using only five sentences instead of encouraging them to retell all the details that the story contained.  

· Who?--The thumb represents the characters in the story. Encourage [image: image1.jpg]


students to include all the characters mentioned in the story, not just the main one.

· What?--A small box on the index finger is a reminder to include details about "what" happened in the story. What was the problem? 

· When?--Time plays a part in the "when" of retelling, but it can also include day or night or seasons of the year.

· Where?--A story can take place in more than one place. Have students reference the main setting for the story.

· Why or how?--Why did the characters do/say certain things? Why did the author write this story? 

Another technique that we practice in class is visualizing.  Now that students are reading more chapter books that have fewer pictures, it is important that they are creating those “movies in their mind” from the details in the story that they are reading.  I tell students to stop after a paragraph, close their eyes, and visualize what they just read.  This will help them to understand and think about what they are reading.  

